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New Strategic Initiative 

Since our collaboration with Tesani Designs in Fall of 2025, FRSM purposely aligns with and 

strives to provide clarity and identify strategic activities with our key stakeholders and the RSM. 

 

Our Vision 

We enable the RSM to have greater capacity to educate, preserve the past, celebrate the 

present and build the future. 

 

Our Mission 

We amplify the profile of the Royal Saskatchewan Museum through connections with 

community and business by raising awareness and funds. 

 

Our Values 

The community can count on ‘Friends’ to be a reliable and trusted funding partner of the Royal 

Saskatchewan Museum. 

 

Formed in 1985 by a group of dedicated volunteers, the Friends of the Royal Saskatchewan 

Museum (FRSM) is a nonprofit charitable organization that provides support and services at 

the Royal Saskatchewan Museum (RSM). It does this through tax-deductible donations 

received from individuals, corporations and businesses; admission donations; grants from 

governments and agencies; bequests and planned giving; memberships in the Friends of the 

Royal Saskatchewan Museum; and proceeds from the Gift Shop. 

 

The Friends work in partnership with the Royal Saskatchewan Museum to provide educational 

opportunities and services, and to help preserve Saskatchewan’s rich natural and human 

history for generations to come. 
For more information visit  

www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/the-friends-of-the-royal-saskatchewan-museum 

 

http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/the-friends-of-the-royal-saskatchewan-museum
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Support and participate with the Friends: 
 

Visit! Explore. Discover. Bring your family and friends. Guaranteed to be a great time. 

 

Donate. FRSM welcome donations of any amount, in any form of currency such as cash in our 

donation box or via credit / debit card using our TipTap interface. You can also give online at 

www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/donate-now. 

 

Give an unrestricted gift. To be used where it is most needed.  

 

Help a scientist. Donate to the RSM Graduate Scholarship Fund and help a future scientist.  

 

Sponsor an exhibit. All the Royal Saskatchewan Museum exhibits are crafted in-house and are 

truly unique. 

 

Bequest. Remember us in your estate plans. When making a bequest, we recommend you 

consult your lawyer. 

 

Become a Friend. With options from $25 to $1000, your donation makes a difference. 

www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/become-a-member 

 

Email. Keep up to date by signing up and receiving our emails and newsletter blasts. 

 

Shop at the Museum Shop (Regina) or the Discovery Shop (T.rex Centre in Eastend). From 

holiday and special event gifts to souvenirs, the museum shops have an item that is just right.  

 

Special Events. Attend or sponsor one of our events such as Artifact | Artifiction. 

 

 “Thank you for being a Friend!” 
- the Friends  

         

http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/donate-now
http://www.nevillepublicmuseum.org/donate-to-the-neville
http://www.museumofthebroads.org.uk/friends-of-the-museum.html
http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/become-a-member
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FRIENDS OF THE ROYAL SASKATCHEWAN 
MUSEUM 
 
President | Graham Purse 
 

The FRSM is a registered charity. We support the Royal Saskatchewan Museum, and we have 

been doing so for 40 years. 
 

This year focused on planning and execution. We completed a new strategic plan. We began 

implementation across committees. The plan sets targets for membership and fundraising over 

the coming years. It also sets direction for support of the RSM. 
 

Board renewal continued. We welcomed new members. Committees adjusted structure to align 

with the plan. Governance remained in a support role. Audit and Finance advanced budget 

work for 2026–27. Fundraising and Communications made progress on sponsorship and donor 

work. 

 

Membership remains a priority. We began refining membership packages. We set higher 

membership targets. Digital membership work continues. 
 

Public events remained central. Birds & Bevvies continued as an outreach event. 

Artifact/Artifiction proceeded in April. The SGI Solstice Speaker Series in March and June were 

major successes. - Lisa LaFlamme, Creeson Agecoutay, and Michael Greyeyes enthralled us 

with their remarkable stories. These events support awareness and fundraising. 

Thank you to the Board, committees, staff, and volunteers for their work this year. 
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F R S M YEAR IN REVIEW REPORT 
 

Executive Director FRSM | Craig Perrault 
 
People are what make an organization. Thank you to the Friends staff and volunteers, the 

Royal Saskatchewan Museum personnel, and the Board of Directors of FRSM for another 

amazing year as Executive Director with the organization.  

 

Quick Overview 
The Friends of the Royal Saskatchewan Museum is an incredible organization. We 

focus on three key areas concurrently within our partnership with the Royal 

Saskatchewan Museum. 

 

 

 

 

Retail 
FRSM operates the Museum Shop with Kathy 

Sabo as our Retail Operations Lead. For the 

seasonal Discovery Shop in Eastend, Friends 

supplies all the stock. 

Research & Grant Money Agent 
FRSM is the official agent for the RSM for 

specific funding projects such as MITACS, 

Young Canada Works or SKARTS. 

Fundraising | Development 
Sponsorships and Donations make all the 

difference to our museum community. A 

comprehensive list of our great partners is 

included. Words are not enough, however, 

thank you for all you do for the Friends. We 

appreciate it! 

Result: Community Access The work 

the Friends does contributes to creating new 

Programs & Exhibits at the Museum for all to 

enjoy and learn from while keeping it 

accessible to the community. “True friends are great riches.” 
- Unknown 
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Year Five of SGI Solstice Speaker Series 
SGI Solstice Speaker Series is designed for participation in a lifelong conversation focused on 

Indigenous Leaders who share their stories and teachings. Through the generous sponsorship 

from the Saskatchewan Government Insurance (SGI), this two-part series takes place on or 

around the Solstice or Equinox. The format is an engaging conversation where the audience 

can participate meaningfully in Truth and Reconciliation. Year Five was another dynamic year. 

Special thanks to SGI for creating this opportunity as well as the RSM, Delephine Gall, Aj 

Thakker at Graffiti TV, Jadav Cyr and Nelson Bird for their support. 

 

Community Engagement is an important method to forge relationships and grow awareness 

about the Friend’s framework while learning and evolving along the way.  

 

Artifact | Artifiction 

                                
The fun and challenge of Artifact | Artifiction returned and was a SELL OUT! Over 290 

attendees tested their knowledge (think boardgame Balderdash) of the Natural World in an 

evening of fun and fundraising where $58k was raised; including the Wild Republic Raffle to 

support the Opportunity Fund. Stay tuned for the next installation in Spring 2027 of this 

collaborative event! Congratulations to Champion Chelsea Grumbly! 
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Review: Looking Back 

 
 

Summer 2025 

The T.rex Discovery Center opened in May on long weekend. If you have not travelled there, 

make 2026 the year to visit! 

 

Once again, the Friends supplied inventory at the 2025 Discovery Shop in a ‘Pop-Up’ style with 

additional collaboration from the RSM team. The shop offers people the chance to take home a 

Saskatchewan souvenir and remember their visit to the TRDC. 

 

Overall, the summer at TRDC was a success as people traveled to our Province and learned 

about the World’s Largest T. rex! Special thanks to Jen Best and Staff! 

 

 
Fall 2025 

The RSM Auditorium underwent some renovations as did the Public Restrooms. This changed 

our event calendar, but the Friends are most pleased with the outcome. 

 

The Museum Shop continued to service the RSM with an assorted array of local artwork, 

books, toys and learning activities (and more!). The incredible staff continue to provide top 
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notch service while connecting to our guests. Consider stopping and shopping for some of our 

great items, to tour the Museum and learn more about the Friends.  

 

Remember: any time is the right time to come and see your Friends! 

 
 

Fall 2025 

Birds & Bevvies 

 
Another packed house at Rebellion Brewing Company featuring Dr. Ryan Fisher was a new 

outreach event. This is a blast! Learning about Birds, sharing food & beverage with Friends, 

and showcasing the work at the RSM is always delightful! Look for the return of the B&B Series 

Fall 2026! 
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Spring 2026 

    
 

Creeson Agecoutay & Lisa LaFlamme along with Friend Nelson Bird delighted a massive 

audience at Darke Hall sharing their journalistic stories and insight on March 24. Michael 

Greyeyes created a keynote conversation that kept the crowd spellbound on June 9. The 

profiles, passion and professionalism from our leaders is the essence of what the SGI Solstice 

Speaker Series is all about. We can’t wait for Year Six! 
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Stay Tuned: Looking Ahead 
The Friends continue to bolster membership activity, connect to sponsorship opportunities, 

remain engaged in the museum community, and remain committed to our direction as a board 

that believes in the Royal Saskatchewan Museum. 

 

The Friends look forward to the year ahead building relationships and plotting out the path 

ahead with the RSM. Stay tuned for Artifact | Artifiction in your social and sponsorship 

calendar, consider participating in our upcoming Digital Membership Campaign by renewing or 

upgrading, visit the Donor Wall to showcase our Friends and Sponsors, and feel free to drop by 

this jewel of Regina anytime. There is always something new to discover at the RSM. 

 

Special acknowledgement to the Board of Directors for sharing the work and direction of the 

Friends. The Friends has a very energetic and talented group. Kudos to Jennifer Schwager for 

her 6 years of volunteer service to our group! 
 

Thank you for another terrific year. See you soon at the Museum! 
 

Craig Perrault 

Executive Director | F R S M 
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ROYAL SASKATCHEWAN MUSEUM 
Executive Director RSM | Brie Hnetka 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 

On behalf of the Royal Saskatchewan Museum (RSM), I am pleased to share highlights from a 

productive and successful 2025–2026 fiscal year. This past year has been marked by strong 

community connections, meaningful partnerships, renewed spaces, and a continued 

commitment to sharing Saskatchewan’s rich natural and cultural heritage with diverse 

audiences. 

 

Reflecting on the year, I am both grateful and proud of our shared achievements. The 

continued support of the Friends of the RSM has been essential in moving our mission forward 

and expanding our reach with visitors and communities throughout Saskatchewan. 

Through the dedication and hard work of staff, volunteers, and supporters, we have achieved a 

great deal this year.  

 

Highlights include: 

 

• The RSM and Friends of the RSM once again collaborated to host a highly successful, 

sold-out Artifact Artifiction event in April, raising a record-breaking amount to support 

RSM exhibits, research and programs. 

• Museum attendance remained strong, with over 121,000 visitors, and donations 

increased by nearly 17 per cent per visitor, reflecting growing engagement and support. 

• Visitor satisfaction reached an impressive 96.5 per cent, with 76.7 per cent reporting 

they were “very satisfied” and 19.8 per cent “satisfied”, based on post-visit surveys. 

• We received approval in the 2024–2025 budget cycle to begin construction on a new 

Research, Exhibits and Collections facility. This exciting project will transform an 

underused government building into a purpose-designed space that will significantly 

enhance our capacity. The new facility will provide improved environmental controls, a 
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safer and more efficient working environment, a proper loading dock, and expanded 

space for collections storage and exhibit development. Construction is underway, with 

completion anticipated and a potential move-in by April 2028. 

• Renovations to our public washrooms were completed after nearly a year of 

construction, resulting in more accessible facilities and allowing us to fully restore use of 

our auditorium for both museum and community programming. 

• New seasonal programming was introduced and warmly received, including Halloween 

Boogie with Scotty’s and Bones and Bells Holiday Party during the holiday season. 

• The Traders Exhibit in the Indigenous Gallery was renewed and updated, reopening on 

September 30, 2025. 

• Significant progress has been made on the Indigenous Gallery renewal, a four-year 

project grounded in meaningful and ongoing engagement with Indigenous communities, 

Knowledge Keepers, and leaders. This collaborative work is shaping the themes, 

perspectives, and cultural framework that will guide the gallery. 

• As part of this work, Métis Elder and artist Margaret Harrison joined us as Artist in 

Residence. She is creating a remarkable 6-by-10-foot hand-hooked rug, The Basin of 

Little Things, which will become a permanent installation in the gallery. Through public 

workshops and in-gallery demonstrations, visitors have been able to engage directly 

with her work, learning about Métis teachings, symbolism, and the revitalization of this 

important cultural practice. 

• Our Research and Collections team has begun preparing for the future move into the 

new facility. With the support from the Friends of the RSM and external grants, we hired 

16 students last summer to assist with collections preparation and database updates. 

This important work will continue in the coming year. 
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• In partnership with the Friends, another successful Birds and Bevies event was hosted 

in April. Additionally, the SGI Solstice Series continues to grow in popularity and impact, 

further enriching our public programming. 

 

None of these accomplishments would be possible without the dedication and support of the 

Friends of the RSM. We are deeply fortunate to have such a committed and passionate 

organization championing our work. 

 

This spring, we recognize and thank Jennifer Schwager, who will be stepping down after 

completing her six-year term on the Friends Board. Her contributions, particularly in her role as 

Chair of the Fundraising and Communications Committee, have been invaluable. We extend 

our sincere appreciation for her time, leadership, and dedication to both the Friends and the 

RSM. 

 

Looking ahead, we are excited to continue growing, innovating, and connecting with our 

communities in meaningful ways. Thank you for your ongoing support and for helping to make 

this work possible. 

Sincerely, 

 
Brie Hnetka 

Executive Director | Royal Saskatchewan Museum 

 

Special thanks to Brie Hnetka for her hard work and leadership. 

The Friends enjoy supporting the RSM in all their initiatives. Keep up the great work! 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Name Position 

Graham Purse President 

Colin Rennebohm Vice President & Chair | Governance 

Joan Beisel Treasurer & Chair | Audit & Finance  

Jennifer Schwager Chair | Fundraising & Communications 

Brad Bellegarde Board Member  

Chetan Goyal Board Member 

Laura Gilson Board Member 

Stephanie Yang Morris Board Member 

Kevin Safinuk 

Cole Fornwald 

Vacant 

Vacant 
 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Board Member 

Board Member 

     EMPLOYEES 

Name Position 

Craig Perrault Executive Director 

Kathy Sabo Retail Operations Lead 

Carla Aitken Bookkeeper 

Kellie Greene 

Debb Black 

Tyler Deroche 

Linda Potts 

Johnna Parenteau 

Pat Schmidthiesler 

Emmett Bassendowski 

Betty Rader 

Emily Boulet 

Minute Taker 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

Museum Shop 

To our intrepid volunteers 

THANK YOU! 

Michael Schmidt (Munchie ) 
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FRIENDS OF THE FRIENDS 
Thank you for your donation and membership support. FRSM appreciates it! 

 

Aadon Fieger Beth Reed Christopher Schweitzer Donna Woloshyn 
Adam Gallagher Bethany Slessor Ciara McIlwaine Dwayne Meisner 
Adam Ramadan Bill Dellebuur Claire Thorseth Dwayne Parkes 
Aj Thakker Bill Hiibner Clint  Sheehan Dwayne Yasinowski 
Alan Valente Blaine Hatley Clinton Ackerman Ed & Linda  Lang 
Alana Kilmury Bob Carter Cole Fornwald  Eileen Herman 
Alayna Nestman Bob Yake Colin Rennebohm Elaina Lawn 
Alex Hermann Bonnie Yake Collin Carbno Elaine Ehman 
Alice Frederick Brad Bellegarde Corey McCowan Elissa Aitken 
Alicia Fraser Bradley Boileau Corie English Elizabeth Fix 
Allison Mang Brenda Lynn Brown Courtney  Rink Elizabeth Hamilton 
Allison Trick Brian Phee Courtney Forer Elizabeth Vanderlinde 
Amanda Cole Brian Stokes Craig Fiske Ellen Reed 
Amy Gieni Brianna Dinunzio Cristina Floricel Enrique Sanchez 
Amy Hepting Brie Hnetka Cristina Schlageter Eva Eberts 
Andre Messavussu Brooklyn (Berrns) Magera Crystal  Hitchens Faith Yates 
Andrea Berner Caitlin Somogyi Crystal  Mowry Farhana Akther 
Andrea Johnson Calen Nixon Crystal Hitchens Fay Bobetsis 
Andrew Valentine Calvin, Ida, Abigail Sadowski Damian Dawson Francisco  Teichroeb 
Andrew Wilson Candy Hui Dan Grand Gabriel Dumontier 
Andy Thomas Carla Beck Danielle Stephens Gail Edgington 
Angela  Carnall Carly Phillips-Stanton Darci Bailie Gail Fry 
Angela Nunweiler Carol Bachynski David Mitchell Gavin  Bush 
Angelina Addie Catherine Folnovic  Dean Ackerman Gayl Hipperson 
Angelina Pearson Cathryn Fournel-Vezina Deb Froh George Chami 
Ankit Kapur Celeste York Debra Pantel Gillian Barker 
Anna Karlsson Chad Debert Debra Wells Glenn Hamilton 
Anne Marie Flanagan Chad Dwyer Delaine Barber Graham  Purse 
Anneke Snow Chandra  Whippler Delaney Seiferling Graham Parsons 
Annie Mcleod Charity Gadica Dennis Matheson Grant McLellan 
Anton Mackay Charlotte Courage Derek Liu Grant Mitchell 
Anton Shmalko Chelsea Tataryn Desire Radwanskj Greg Watkins 

April Macdonald Chelsea Vine 
Desmond Worfolk (Caliber 
Coffee) Gwynn Morris 

Ashley  Mitchell Chetan Goyal Destinee Spaleta Gwynn Morris 
Ashley Vass Chris Cannon Devin Skolney "Shimby" Zegeye-Gebrehiwot 

Avril  Skolney Chris Clarke Dianne Morgan Hanna Pashko 
Ayden Ell Christie Trann Divyesh Halari Harbour Landing Village 
Barbara  Cross Christina Ames Don Meek Harold Bryant 
Baron Zarowny Christine Carbno Don Tingle Heather Day 
Bassendowski Agencies  Christine Polonyi Donna Hoppe Heather Pockett 
Bernice Richard Christopher Harris Donna McCudden Herbert Schulz 
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Hun Lee Jingyi Zhang Keith Moen Maria Carolyn Salloum 
Iain Hamilton Joan Baldwin Keith Roney Marie Fraser 
Ingrid Thiessen Joan Beisel Kelly English Marilyn Wilson 
Irene Williams Joan Rink Kelvin Chambers Marla Childs 
Iryna Soloduk Joanne Hanson Kendra Dalgarno Marlo Fehr 
Iuliia Khimchak Jocelyn  Erhardt Kenneth Mordi Martina Veneziano 
Iuliya Fourie Jocelyn & Michael Brown Kerry Babcock Mary Deren 
Jacek Piskiewicz Joe Alvarez Kevin Bassendowski Maryanne & Christopher Reed 
Jack Pickering John Dipple Kevin Paventi Mathieu Cubizolles 
James Nahachewsky John Eberl Kevin Safinuk Mattick Johnston 
James Sather Jolee Sasakamoose Kevin Taylor Meg Persson 
Janice Cotcher Jon  Hill Kimberley Newsham Megan Byers 
Janis Smith Jonathan Tremblay  Megan Morris 
Janson Anderson Josh MacFadden Kirby Anderson Meghan Macdonald-Talbot 

Jasmine Gemmell Josie  Hansen Kyla McEachern Meghanne Rieder Underwood 

Jason Fiske Joyce McBeth Kyle  Luchia Melissa Clow 
Jason Nestman Judith Boer Kyle Jelinski Melissa Wood 
Jay Galecki Judson Trenholm L. Kirzinger Melyssa Bunce 
Jeanne & Ernest Boehmert Judy Eisenzimmer Lanna Abbott Merissa Ehrhardt 
Jeff Ambrosia Julia  Janicki Lara  Brierley  Michael  Burns 
Jeff Brandt June Young Larry  Hesterman Michael Brailean 
Jeff Meldrum Junling Chen Laura  Hopkins Michael Gore-Hickman 
Jeff Niebergall Kacey Colibaba Laura  Rosnes Michael Poulin 

Jenn / Mark Colepaugh / Thompson Kai Hutchence Laura  Short Michael Vandale 
Jenn Colepaugh Kaitlin Lindblad Laura Gilson Michayla Liski-Ziegler 
Jennifer & Lawrence Woo Kali Bortis  Michelle  Busch 
Jennifer Boxall Karen Fahlman Laura Vocat Michelle  Freeborn 
Jennifer Gelowitz Karen Henders Leah   Sharpe Michelle Downs 
Jennifer Koskie Karen Maupin Leah & Geoff Zaparaniuk Michelle Forand 
Jennifer Lalonde Karen Meagher Linda McKenzie Michelle Jensen 
Jennifer Mitchell Kari Lund Linda Stewart Michelle Khuong 
Jennifer Schwager Karin Sundqvist Lindsey MacLeod Milly Contreras 
Jennifer Seaton Karl  Skierszkan Lindsey Vo Monica Chu 
Jennifer Skuse Karla McManus Logan Fraser Monisola  Alashi 
Jeremy Johnson Karli Kretschmer Lois Burch Muriel Foord 
Jeremy Weimer Katherine  Crossman Lois Burch Myrna Weisbrod 
Jessica Frank Katie Doke Sawatzky Lorelei Hall Nancy Perrault 
Jessica Lutz Katie Zerr Lorne & Helen Todd Armstrong Natasha Skea 
Jessica Merritt Kayla Gurski-van Gelder Louise Hoffert Nathan Waldhauer 
Jillyne Drennan Kaylee Tumack Lyndsey Schmidt Nathanial  Day 
Jim & Virginia Warren Keisha Nova Nginhena Margaret Skeel Nathaniel Kaufman 
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FRIENDS OF THE FRIENDS 
Thank you for your donation and membership support. FRSM appreciates it! 

Nektaria Ulan-Hohol Roland  Scheuer Terrie Dunand 
Nevin Dube Roma & Gord Barnes Tessa Silversides 
Nicholas Jones Ronald Podbielski Theo Dow 
Nick Day Roseann Strelezki Tianna  Young 
Nicole Barber Ruth Englund Todd Greenwood 
Nicole Debond Ryan Kalt Todd Kemp 
Nicole Sarauer Ryan McLeod Tonaya McGregor 
Nicole Wall Rylan Trithart Valerie Lanctot 
Nikki McClellan Sam Hage Vanessa  Birrell 
Nikolas Taylor Samantha Ranger Vanessa Keilback 
Oscar Kuyek Hoskins Sanaa Hamani Vaughn  Schnell 
Patricia  Smith Sandra Englund Vernon Volt Ventura 
Patricia Ochuba Sarah Balog Victoria & Shawn MacDonald 
Patti Kelm Sarah Chan Victoria Patzwald 
Patti Smith Sarah Parsons Victoria Taras 
Patty Thomas Scott Hellings Virginia  Reynolds 
Paul Timothy  Greene Sean Weatherill Vivian Norbraten 
Paula  Hill Sechul Desai Wallace Truong 
Peter Lawn Selina Philp Wanda Anderson 
Peter Ochuba Shain Thakrar Ward Paterson 
Raagini Jain Shannon Campbell Wayne Hellquist 
Raihan Reza Shantal Colibaba Xuan  Le 
Ramanpreet Joshi Shaun Silzer  
Randy Clark Shauna Powers 
Ravi Patel Shawn Kary  
Rebecca Anderson Shawna Kjartanson 
Rebecca Magnus Sheila Kirzinger 
Regina Boehmer Shirley Carbno 
Rhonda Farley Siddhi Shah  
Richelle Bourgoin Starla Grebinski 
Rick & Janet Watson Stephanie & Dan Yang Morris 
Rielle MacCrimmon Stephen  Mottershead 
Rob  Knox Stephen Folnovic 
Rob  Knox Stephen McLachlin 
Rob McCullough Steven Carbno 
Robert Brown Sumera Majeed 
Robert Pantel Tanbeen Hasan 
Roberta Weisbrot Tannis Marks  
Robin & Gary Halbert Tanya Buhnai  
Roger Barnes Tara Ryan  
Roger Pedersen Tayah Robinson 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

DUDLEY & COMPANY LLP 
We are appreciative of the relationship between the Friends of the Royal Saskatchewan 

Museum and Dudley & Company LLP.  

 

Thank you for all your hard work assisting FRSM with completing our 2025-26 year end. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 

Auditor’s Report 
 

Our Audited Financial Statements are included for review and are approved at the FRSM 

Annual General Meeting being held in person on June 23, 2026.  
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